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Volume I, 


Principles of Poture, 


MARRIAGE. 
New-Lezanon, N. Y., Nov. 13, 1852. 
CHARLES PARTRIDGE : Respected Friend: I 
addressed you a line, which I hope you have | 
received, stating that I could not prepare the; 


| 


f ‘ ae 0 7 4 ‘ vr { ad . n . | ý . 
article on Marriage so carly as you spoke of, ito his latest posterity. Consequent upon this: order of generation. 
v oy ‘ : ia En ; Poe : oe, 
but would forward it soon. It is now finished ; | condition of man, the natural increase of his ‘mak 
but those qualities so much prized by every good į 


publisher, of wit, brevity and condensation, I 
fear you will find it not to abound with; how- | 
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| . e e ii e e . 
| 1. “ To the i age, a millennium, a kingdom of God upon earth, | man is now the wild forest—nccessarily so, for 
commits. Had this law been kept inviolate, ancles,” from Adam to Abraham; 2. “To the is not a chimera, for already are the foundation|the forest must precede the structures to be 


Innocence of soul, health of body, length of life, ‘ knees,” from Abtaham to Christ; 3. “To the! principles of the universal Brotherhood estab- | built therefrom; and now let us seek to proceed 


and an undisputed inalienable inheritance in all loins,” from the first to the second appearing of | lished. The fruition of the hope with which j aright. 
c] 2 eS a or Ay i ares ` (<< : oe ve + h > ee ; ; k > 
the elements of which man is the concentrater, | Christ ; and 4. “An impassable river,” from | Jesus inspired his disciples, when he promised] What philosopher can look inquiringly upon his 
and inand by which he exists, would have been his second appearing, onward, in which no man i that all who would forsake the rudimental earth- | own little infant group, amid its daily routine of 
the portion of every human being, from Adam ; : he earth or live i thly | ‘der i ‘tains “ father nl; i e ; 
p yh cing, from Adam ; could walk on the earth or ue in the earthly | ly order, to which pertains “ father, mother, joys and sorrows, and not discover the minature 
n. This is the river that | wife, children, houses and land, should have in! wars of nations? Let the wise ask themselves 
es glad the city of our God.” Thus it is} return therefor an hundred fathers and mothers | from whence these thines come? and seck the 
è 1 ‘ j { : . 3 % 5 a 

species would have been rapid and unbounded. | that “ one man soweth and another reapcth.” | and brothers and sisters and Aouses and lands | answer 
Therefore, as the size of the earth is limited, ; Adam was the head of the old creation, where | now in ¿his life in the spiritual order. They are Parents—why do your children, who are all 
and the principle of propagation unlimited, it is ; j rated ; is , ' lfr ri: i : Iwi 

princip propagation unlimited, it is ; man is generated ; Jesus is the head of the new | then redeemed from marriage and private selfish | sọ dear to you, differ and contend with cach 


ever, itis what I could attain to. Do with it! easily y 3 : ‘ | A i : f 7 ae ; i : ; f 
) easily demonstrated that even this earth could | creation, where man is regenerated. When Je- ! possessions, with all their concomitants, into a | other ? Simply because each one loves himself 


freely as shall appear to you for the best inter- 
ests of the cause of Truth and Spiritualism, in 
which you are so profitably engaged. If either 
the subject, the mode of treating, or its great 
length unfit it for a place in the TELEGRAPH, it 
will yet perhaps possess some interest to the 
members of your Conference, as somewhat de- 
fining the position on one point of the no less 
singular than unknown and misunderstood 
Shakers. 

To yourself, friend Brittan, and some others, 
it cau not fail to be an interesting fad, that a 
Society of people has existed for seventy years, 
originating in, and directed by, Revelation from 
the Spiritual World, and that this revelation has 
resulted in satisfying to an unusual degree all 
the physical, moral, intellectual and spiritual 
wants of every individual in the connection. 


I called upon this people some twenty-four 
years ago, a traveler; being at that time, and 
for several years before, a confirmed Materialist. 
The evidence necessary to make me believe in a 
God, a Spirit-world inhabited by countless hosts 
of intelligences, with whom all men might, and 
gome actually did, hold practical and profitable 
communion, never reached me but though this 
people. . 

Tbe equality, order, harmony, love to cach 
other, and obedience to principles of truth, jus- 
ice, mercy and purity, were novel to me, (and 
I thought I knew somewhat of men and things, 
too,) effects for which I knew of no adequate 
cause ; of course I ceased to teach and became 
a learner. I now consider a Shaker Society to 
be emphatically a Spiritual Manifestation. It 
is Spiritualism incarnated—spirit Materialized, 
and matter Spiritualized—like the union of soul 
and body. And it is productive of good to some 
in both worlds—as T now think the error, that 
none in the Spirit-world can be instructed or 
helped by those who are spiritually enlightened 
and good in the form, next to the error that 
none in the body can be administered to by any 
spirit or angel in the invisible world. 

My kind regards to friend Brittan, and those 
friends T met at the Conference, including your- 
self and family. F. W. Evanss. 

THE SHAKERS? VIEWS OF MARRIAGE. 

Resrecren Friesxp: Agreeable to the ro- 
quest of the friends present at the Conference, 
where you were so kind as to permit my attend- 
ance, Í will proceed to state in writing, as I did 
there verbally, our opinion of Marriage. 

We believe that He who created the first 
natural man, Adam and Eve, also instituted 
Marriage. Aud had its sole and legitimate ob- 
ject—procreation—not been lost sight of by 


as now existing upon earth, had never been 


known. The varied forms of evil that tend to | beings in the Spiritual World, on the verge of | The promise of every man sitting under his must degin, then, with individuals, not simply ‘our becoming wholly absorbed with the affairs 
retard the propagation of the human race, and | which many with fear and caution are now feel- own vine and fig tree,” imbodies the principle | by collecting them together, but by preparing ‘of earth. It disengages the mind, in a degree 
to diminish the existing population — excess, | mg their way. Ezekiel saw these four steps of that every man will own the land upon which, them for our edifice. What master-builder ; 
war, famine, pestilence, including “all the dis- | progression and the measure of Spirituality in” they grow, and that all will possess the same; would expect to rear a beautiful structure by 


eases of the Egyptian,” from a catarrh to that 


scourge of the nations, the cholera—are the | favorable to reproduction. In the second, or Moral, to existence itself, As in the Christ order there | of trees? Will he not rather see that every sz 


direct or indirect results of the breach of that 


great law of being—Reproduction. The vio- 
lation of this law is often the first, always the 


not have contained and sustained its inhabitants. jsus says “ T am the resurrection,” we believe | sphere where they can love God supremely, and | above his fellows. But why do they love, each 
If, notwithstanding the checks to which T have | him, aud thereby understand that the life he| their neighbors as themselves, and find the para- | himself best? Oh! brothers of earth, for our 
alluded, we do now number some 1,000,000,000 pred in the body was, and is, the resurrection | doxical counsel of Jesus can be carried into | sakes for your own sake, and for the sake of 
of inhabitants, what had been our condition state, in voei none “marry or are given in practice, of “ Take no thought for the morrow, | ajj losc dear ones yet abiri: listen to us, 
marriage,” and that those who follow Jesus in | what ye shall eat or drink, or wherewithal ye | who now see clearer than you do, and would fain 
the regeneration are “ the children of God, be-/sball be clothed, for your Heavenly Father | make amends for our former ignorance, by im- 
ing children of the resurrection.”? The resur- | knoweth that ye have need of all these things,” parting to you what we have gained in our ad- 
rection having reference to the soul and not to | but ‘seek first the kingdom of Heaven and its | vanced position, and Allow Us to probe a dan- 
nation which has already overtaken those highly | the body, inasmuch as it consists simply in rising | righteousnessand all these things shall be added.” gerous wound, however sensitive it may be. 
civilized countries—China and Japan—whose | from the earthly into the spiritual order, and is | May we not then safely conclude that where we Then, parents, hear while we answer: Your 
population has long since pressed upon the !equally desirable and- possible inthe Material ' see any church or sect who deny present Reve-| children pontena and strive against each other 
means of subsistence, and drawn them in pure jand in the Spiritual World. Thus Paul speaks | lation, oppose Spiritual Manifestations, and the | pocanse they are the legitimate offspring of Pas- 
self-defense to legalize infanticide. Suppose | to others, “ If ye then be risen with Christ,” | physical wants of whose members arc not all and | scon—not Love. and “thoy are the children of 
the Peace Society suppress war, the National | and, of himself, “ If that by any means I may | equally supplied, that they have not yet made passion es their parents are not Married 
Reformers abolish poverty, the Abolitionists, | attain to the resurrection of the dead ;” thus, the required sacrifice, “do not love God and| hound in sweet. congenial union. Man has 
Slavery, the Physiological reformers, Intemper- | showing the resurrection to be gained by our | one another perfectly ;” and are not in posses-| pantered the et of Love. until he has so 
ance and disease, will they, too, establish mur- | own exertions, and is not an inevitable necessity. | sion of genuine Christianity. But however near smothered its hallowed ee that the many 
der to keep down the over-accumulating and |The spiritual order is evolved from, and rises | they may approximate to the kingdom of Heav-| are in doubt whether there is any such reality 

overwhelming masses of humanity? More con-| out of, the natural, as timber results from the|en which “is within” or among Christ’s disci- | but Znow. oh our brothers, that one of the 
sistent are those who recognize no other than|green and growing forest, or grain from the) ples, they must still be numbered with those, purest holiest thrills which sakel feel is Love— 
the gencrative order, is the policy of the far- |stalk, or fruit from the trunk and branches ofi“ the children of this world who marry and are yes eee: Love, that long-abused and neg- 
famed British Government, the vaunted “ bul-| the tree. It proceeds from the progress and in- | given in marriage,” and who affirm that ‘ the lected anani which lies at the foundation of 
wark of Christianity,” with which the great} creasing spirituality of man in the natural order, | time is not yet come ”—the time of the Lord’s | 9) happiness eA earth, All must feel these 
problem for the last half century has been, how | and is the Divine means of counteracting the | spiritual house to be built. things ere we can apply the remedy. How few! 
to present the increase and get rid of the pres- | effects of the ceaseless activity of the powers and + Oh h ow few, are truly married on the earth, or 
ent overplus of men ; and during which period | forces of the procreative principle in man. Is TRUE MARRIAGE.* even qapreeits aught of the purity, the beauty, 
it has passed laws expressly to lesson the num- | not the spiritual order the new creation in which Written by Impression from Spirits. the holiness of such a state ; and think you it is 
ber of marriages, which did accomplish the ob-|‘‘old things should be done away,” and all S tae RANDALE MIDE possible to have a community or Heaven of 
ject. Yet, alas for human foresight, the num- things he of God, whom all should know by} A qvanced spirits see and know that the pres- Love on earth, while not one in a thousand 
ber of eS wes not n the least diminished means of revelation through spirits, from the | ent state of happiness, to which angels have | knows how to live in harmony with the laws of 
thereby. But, with the land monopoly, and its least unto the greatest, and in which the know- attained, is yet to be the condition of man upon | Love? Nay ; until great Nature’s laws operate 
wholesale evictions ; with her exterminating ledge of the Lord should cover the new earth asthe | ihe earth ; but this can never be expected until | backward, never can discord and hate be made 
wars, her poverty, starvation and emigration, | waters cover the sea, and when the spirit should | nan can fully appreciate the origin of that joy | harmony and love, simply by being multiplied. 
proud Albion bids fair to make room in a sester | be poured upon all flesh, causing the old men to inexpressible which spirits seale in true, con- | Neither can a huge pile of unhewn trees ever 


centuries ere this, had these not existed. Do 
our philanthropic and zealous reformers consid- 
er this, and that, if successful in their labors, 
they but hasten the catastrophe upon their own 
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Christian island for those thousands at home | dream dreams, and the young to see visions and 
who will be born, regardless alike of the lay and | to prophesy ? Is not the millennium state where- 
the grave objections of law-makers. in the people learn war no more, but all “ dwell 

From these premises, I wish to prove the ab- in peaceable habitations, in sure dwellings and 
surdity of acknowledging no order, only that of | quiet resting-places ; thus finding the work o 
which Marriage forms the basis. While we, on 
the contrary, claim the existence of a Spiritual 
Order, although we know it is “not first, but 
that which is natural and afterward that which 
is Spiritual,” and from which Marriage is cx- 
cluded, as plowing and sowing would be from a 
harvest-field. No man plants corn in husking 
time, or potatoes when digging and gatheriag is 
the work of the day. We vicw man as a pro- 
gressive being, first coming into existence ona 
low plane where his animal nature was gradually 
matured and perfected ; there, attaining ToP 
degree, in which his moral nature was unfolded ; 
again, ascending another step, where his intel- 


eousness, quictness and assurance forever,” 
agreeable to the prediction “ they shall build 


yards and cat the fruit thereof, and mine elect 
ple be?” A millennium state of society can only 


spirituul and temporal things being reduced to 
practice, differing from those upon which the 


. . . } ee 3 ` 2 06 
his Spiritual fauculties are developed ;* and then ; mencement, as ™ a gram of mustard seed, 


Taa 
it is, that “ the Angels of God can ascend and l little leaven,” and as “a little stone that hbe- | ture, whose foundation is not yet planted. 


man, sin, in all its multiform and terrible phases, | descend upon the Son of Man.” He then þe- came a great mountain and filled the whole: 


: : : laath » 
! come cognizant of, and converse with, things and eat th. 


oe 


| coe 
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The first of these periods, the Animal, is the most 


it lies under many and galling restraints. In the ‘js & neither high nor low, rich nor poor, bond 


third, or highly Intellectual, it is barely possible : et BS: eileen enn a 
wf » it is barely possible. | or free, male nor female.” We are living | ©The. only sare sure 


While with the fourth, ag purely Spiritual, it is ut- 


terly incompatible. witnesses that the idea, the never-dying hope, 
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| rk of reorganization which all philanthropists are so | change that condition, let us make preparation 
rightcousness ¢o be peace, and the effect of right- 


houses and inhabit them, they shall plant vine- 


shall long enjoy the fruit of their hands, for as | this momentous question, execpt to preach with | reach to heaven. Let no one despair or faint 
the days of a tree, so shall the days of my peo- 


k its i ig 7 j i in: . . . 
be formed among mankind by new principles in | sation must pass away, having accomplished 


existing organizations are based; which new 
principles may be put in operation by a small 88! minds of the pure and good of earth. 
‘well as by a large number of people. Indeed in 


; ; y writ? (6 = aavan D fap 
lect was cultivated and exspanded—which pre- |‘ holy writ? the “ the kingdom of Heaven,” for 


pares him for the fourth and last stage, where | which all pray, is described as small in its com- 
a 


right to the elements of existence which they do: going into the forest and collecting a huge pile 


genial marriage. That knowledge which will|be made to assume the beauty and usefulness of 
lead man to an absolute obedience to the laws|the temple ; therefore let us look upon man as 
of congenial union is alone the foundation upon | precisely fitted for his present wild, isolated, 
which can be built that system of reform and|unassociated condition; and ere we attempt to 


earnestly laboring for. Yet few, very few, even of each individual, as the master-builder would 
of the most advanced, have appreciated this as begin his work by cuiting down and preparing 
the true foundation, and the few who have | cach tree of his forest ; then, when all is ready, 
caught a faint glimpse of this truth have passed | it will be the work of a moment, comparatively, 
their time of individual practical action upon | to raise the towering edifice, whose spires shall 


| words, which is comparatively of little worth | from the vastness of the work, for Eternity is 
‘without practice. Therefore, the present genc- | before us, and Immensity our Home. 


° 
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very little even toward laying the true founda- | SLEEP, 


tion whereon can be built the beautiful edifice,! Man is susceptible of no condition that is 
which has for many years been glowing in the|more remarkable for its beauty and its mys- 
It is of tery than sleep. The outward senses are sealed 
| much importance that this should be appreciated, | up, and our connection with the external world 
{that our loved and earnest brothers of carth is severed. The eye and the car are dull and 
‘shall no longer waste their precious time and | insensible; our earthly plans are all forgotten ; 
i talents in a vain attempt to raise a superstruc-l|and the objects disclosed so vividly in our ; 
“dreams, are discerned through an inward spiri- 
Thus sleep is a temporary death, 
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As are individuals, so families, and as isola- tual medium. 
‘ted families, so nations, or “ communities.” We: The frequent recurrence of this state prevents 


‘at least, from the scenes of its grovelling and 
‘its imprisonment. Angels come and lead us 
‘away to the very confines of mortal being, that 


; we may stand for a brief season by the veiled 
‘is prepared and fashioned separately for ita portals of the invisible Temple, and question 
foundation for harmonial | the radiant beings who frequent its courts and 
i families, neighborhoods, and nations, or communities. | worship at its shrine. S. B. B. 
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Faom the Shekinah, 
LOST AND FOUND. 


BY FANNY GREEN. 


THE D’ORVAL PROPHECY. 


long ago, in giving in your paper the transactions 
of the New-York Conference, an extract was 
furnished from the pages of Cahagnet, a French 
author, exhibiting a conversation held by him 
with what purported to be the spirit of Mons. 
Mallet, touching the so-called D’Orval Prophe- 
cy. On a further perusal of that writer’s work, 
in the second volume, I find that a learned 
French philosopher and magnetizer, profoundly 
skilled in the Hebrew, Greek and Latin lan- 
guages, and passionately fond of the study of 
the occult sciences, who visited M. Cahagnet 
for the purpose of an interview with the old 
monk, or solitaire, D’Orval, through this me- 
dium, or ecstatic, the young woman, Adéle— 
elicited the following statement from her, and 
conversation with the recluse. She said, after 
being magnetized, and the prophet summoned, 
and the usual adjuration to depart if he were 
not the person asked for: H. D. 


“Tam certain that heis the man. He appears to 
me endowed with singular goodness. He bears the 
stamp of gentieness on each feature of his physiogno- 
my. Heis not stout, far from it, he is very tbin; he 
has very hollow eyes, a prominent forehead, sallow 
complexion, as if he had been subject to privations, or 
fatigued by deep study. He is surrounded by a very 
beautiful light. He tells me that he made his exit from 
the earth more than two hundred years ago. Butyou 
are not aware,” observes Adèle, “that time being 
With them no more, it is very difficult for them to 
mark it.” 

“Does he still believe in the fulfilment of his proph- 
ecies, concerning France and the destruction of 
Paris?” 

“ Yes; but he says, with M. Mallet, that there will 
be much less mischief done than he predicted.” 

« Wag he mistaken as to the dates ?” 

“ He thinks not; but possibly he might; at any 
rate these dates will be odd numbers, 5, 7, or 9.” 

s Who, according to him, will succeed the repub- 
lie ?” 

‘The young prince in question,” 

“ I believe that this solitaire is mistaken. In short, 
what means this cock and this lion spoken of in his 
prophecy ?” 

“Itis an alliance that he will contract with a 
friendly power, representing force by the lion and 
purity by the lily.” 

“ Does he think that war between those who 
and those who have not will exist ?” 


[Julius Parker Whipple, 3 beautiful boy, of nearly six years old, 
and a child of my brother, just before his departure, addressed 
his parents almost in the precise words imputed to him in the 
verses below. He spoke without allusion to the subject having 
been made by any person. Was it inspiration that prompted 
thoge sweet words of comfort, for what, indeed, could such a lit- 
tle one know of death t) 


THe woke, a-breathing sweetness, 
Like the fairest among flowers, 
And his young life, in its fleetness, 

Wafted perfume upon ours. 


And he left a sweet evangel, 
That stirred his quivering breath, 
Where he met the blessed angel, 
That we have known as Death. 


« O weep not, dearest mother, 
Though your boy must go away, 
For I leave my little brother : 
He will bless you every day. 


« O mourn not, precious father, 
Though I seek the Spirit-land ; 
For good angels round me gather, 
And they take me by the hand! 


“Now the bright earth has grown dreary, 
They enfold me to their breast ; 
Oh, when I am so weary, 
How pleasant will be rest !” 


The death-shadow fell sweetly 
On the drooping eyelids’ close, 

And we crossed his pale hands meetly, 
For a long and last repose. 


Then to his grave we bore him, 
And we laid him down to rest, 

With the green grass springing o’er him, 
And the snow-wreath on his breast. 


And the grave that had his keeping, 
Oh, it looked so dark and lonely, 

That we could not cease from weeping, 
But for thinking of that only. 


Yet the tears have made our vision 
To the great Life-promise truer : 
Open now the Vales Elysian, 
And the dwellings of the Pure. 


And the voice of that young angel, 
With its music from afar, 
Still is whispering its evangel, 
Like the singing of a star. 
Neen ae ee ste ene 


Spiritualism in and about Shoreham. 
EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER FROM J. W. ATWOOD. 


SUL have not,,for some reason, received the SPIRIT- 
VAL TELEGRAPH regularly. Jt came awhile, then 
, - Btopped ; then made its appearance again. If the 
numbers in July and August can not be sent, or have 
been forfeited on my part financially, or for discipline 
through spiritual direction, then I shall not expect to 
receive them. One effect of not receiving the paper 
regularly has been to make me less covetous of them ; 
that is, I have given more of them away than I should. 
Since I wrote you in July Ilvarn thub Spiritual 
Manifestations occur in Stowe, Arlington and Fair- 
haven. I have pretty direct assurance of there being 
two mediums in Middlebury, one a tipping, the other 
a rapping medium. The tipping medium holds his 
hands over the stand or table—lightly touching it— 
and it begins to rock and continues with such force as 
to resist the utmost efforts of the strongest men. Iun- 
derstand the medium says it makes his hands and arms 
feel numb, and he does not like to act as medium. 
The rapping medium is an Jirish girl, living in a fam- 
ily in the village of Middlebury. The circumstances 
of her development are as follows: Mr. and Mrs. C. 
went to New Haven, to get communication through a 
rapping medium, and expressed a wish that the rap- 
pings might come to their house. Some time after this, 
when the family had retired to rest one night, Mr. ©, 
and his wife heard three loud knocks, as they supposed, 
en the outside door below, (they slept up stairs,) and 
thinking some one desired admittance, Mr. C. went 
down and opened the outside door, but could neither 
see or hear anyone. He then returned to bed, and 
while talking with Mrs. C., three loud knocks were 
heard again, as before. Mrs. C. went down, with the 
game results; she then went into the room where this 
Trish girl slept, (below,) and inquired if she heard any 
one rap at the door ? She said she had heard the three 
raps two or three times, but it seemed to come from 
overhead. At this Mrs. C. suspected it was the Spir- 
itual rappings ; she asked, if there were spirits pres- 
ent, to make three raps. No response. By this time 
Mr. C. had arrived, and he made the same inquiry— 
still no response. ‘I'hen Mrs. C. desired the Ir'sh girl 
to make the same inquiry; she being timid did not 
like to, but Mrs. C. insisted, saying, perhaps she was 
the medium. The gir) asked the question, and imme- 
diately came the three raps, whereupon they began 
to communicate by means of the alphapet. 

Since writing the above I have been informed by a 
neighbor, that there have been three mediums devel- 
oped in one family, within a few days, in old Ticon- 
derogo. * Old Ti.” has been renowned for her fortress 
in the annals of our country, in keeping at bay a for- 
eign enemy, on the waters of Lake Champlain. It has 
been renowned, likewise, for its vices of gambling, 
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war on those who have not.” — Nghe 

‘But those who have not, will they make war on 
those who have ?” 

“Certain)y—and they will prevail.” 

“ What then will happen ? Will the republic reign 2” 

s... . not more than it reigns at present; it will 
be terror, such asnowr..... (reigns); you will have 
wished it tor.... (reign), you will have given the 
example.” 

“ Who, then, will be the chiefs ?” 

«They will emerge from obscurity. They will 
awaken like specters. Oh! blood! blood! there will 
be oceans of blood! Iseea 3. I know not whether it 
means three months or three years! Poor people, 
thus to butcher each other foroneman!! Oh! grief’; 
oh! civilization.” 

a ammm 


THE SPIRITS IN VIRGINIA. 
WHEELING, Va., Nov. 7, 1852. 

Drar Brirran: We are progressing here finely 
as could be expected ; mental questions are now read- 
ily answered through mediums from New-York, who 
came here by direction, and when their health is re- 
covered, will do much good. We are now just making 
our first break on old orthodoxy. In a few days ] 
shall have some astounding certificates before the 
public. We have one case that heads off all quibbles. 
I will state it, and I wish it published with the request 
that the Vew- York Observer will allow its readers 
to seeit. That paper, I am told, published a former 
similar statement. 

Dr. B., of this city, formerly of Germany, 2 grad- 
uate of a medical university of that country, holding 
a diploma from a similar institution here ; is a classi- 
cal scholar and has devoted much time to scientitic 
pursuits, has in his family two mediums, his wife and 
a young lady residing with them. On several occa- 
sions writings were obtained, purporting to be done 
by spirits.. From the start he has been slow of heart 
to believe, and only yields when compelled. He 
therefore feared that it might be that the medium 
became magnetized and unconsciously performed the 
writing. He was determined to prevent any such 
means, and accordingly the trunk was emptied; he 
placed a clean sheet of paper in it, locked it, took the 
key and placed it in a small basket containing some 
silver money, put the basket in his drawer, locked 
the drawer, put the key of the drawer in his pocket, 
and told no person where he had placed the key. At 
a suitable time he went to look fer the key, when be- 
hold, it was not jn the basket, nor yet in the drawer. 
drinking, fighting, cheating, and for many collisions | The money was carefully examined and the basket 
in law, &., &c., insomuch that it has received the} Well shook. He called his wife, and stated the fact, 
supposed appropriate, yet uncnviable, name ef + The and then replaced the money in the basket, and the 
Key-hole of Hel.” basket in the drawer. Stil he was not satisfied. He 

I am happy to say of it, however, that it hag altered | returned by himself and examined the whole drawer, 
very much for the better within two years, as | amin- | but in vain, Again it was locked, and the key in hig 
formed. It hag now a flourishing division of the Sons | pocket. He then went to the supper table; lus wite 
of Temperance within its borders, and all its vices are} and the girl sat with him: when cone he weut up 
fast disappearing. Now we are able to record that | stairs, opened the bureau, and found the key in the 
the spirits have commenced there, and she may ulti- | basket lying on the top of the money. The trunk 
mately become as renowned in the cause of Spiritual- | was then opened and mysterieus writings found on 
ism, as she has been for her fortresses and her vices. | the paper. And he states that the fluid used wag not 

dry twenty-four hours after the paper was taken from 
We would inform our correspondent that A the trunk. The entire family ave willing to be qual- 
. . 7 . ified that these statements are literally true; and 
papers are regularly mailed in the New i ork | thet tut She keg METS Tab Avice S 

Post-oftice, and the reason he has not received | reau is in the house. 
them all, is more likely to be found in the awak-| Further tests are now in progress, and shortly the 
ening of some Post-master or clerk to the sub- Doctor's own certificate will be given to the public. 1 
| forgot to say that the girl isa member of the Metho- 

dist Churek. 


We hope so. 


ject of Spiritualism, than any intended discipline 

through Spiritual interference. We trust our 
ful brothers c: : i . 

hopefu others can not read many of them | vot inform themselves. 

without being developed above the plane which | ihe light. 

covets what belongs to his neighbor. 


We labor under a great difficulty; the people will 
They resist rather than seck 
Yours, for the truth, 

doux B. WoLrr. 
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Mr. Epiror: You may remember that, not 


joining rooms. 


“ It already exists: it is those who ‘have who make: 


jot vacuum and aldraction combined. 


RICHMOND AND BRIT TAN’S DISCUSSION. 


Qursriox—Can the Mysterious Phenomena, now occurring in various parts of the United States 
and elsewhere, and known as the Spiritual Manifestations, be properly accounted for without ad- 
mitting the agency of Spirits in their production ? 


OD-FORCE.—FACTS. 
LETTER VII 


Dear Sin: I am in excellent humor this morning, and I will steal the 


march on you by writing you another letter before seeing another of 


your replies. Not having to stop to set you right, something valuable 
may be looked for. As the ‘‘ Manifestations ” may be made to play an 
important part in this number, I call attention to the first case of willing 
dead matter, on record. History relates that the sorceries of Simon Ma- 
gus consisted, in niaking trees grow where he pleased (it so appeared to 
the beholder) in passing through the streets attended by the ghosts of 
the departed, in passing through the air from place to place, (like Mr. 
Gordon the medium,) and in making chairs and tables move about or 
change places in the room as he willed or desired them. He was called 
a sorcerer and condemned by the apostles ; and the fathers of the church 
have left just enough on record of his doings to show us that, the strange 
manifestations of Simon were, in part biological—in part ‘‘ second 
sight,” and in part, the same physical signs that attend our mediums— 
moving chairs and tables—by will or desire. He also made a sickle 
reap without hands, very rapidly. The facts related by Dr. Kerner, in 
the Secherin of Prevorst, arc of a similar character. A Mr. Hahn had 
taken up residence ïn a castle in Silesia, and with him was a French 
soldier named Kern. Strange sounds were heard in the room and in ad- 
Their furniture was moved about, caps, napkins, candle 
snuffers and other articles were raised from the floor or stand and dropped 
again, A napkin rose up from the floor to the ceiling over-head and 
slowly fluttered down again ; also, a basin of water was suddenly emp- 
tied of its contents, while heating for the purposes of shaving. Flashes of 
light were seen darting from corner to corner of the room, while these things 
were occurring. Kern left, and the phenomena ceased; he was a me- 
dium undoubtedly for these occurrences. What is singular, this castle 
was finally destroyed by lightning, a few years after, and a skeleton found 
in the cellar, confirmed the belief that spirits were engaged in the capers, 
as they had been seen about the premises. Kern saw the ghost of his 
dog one day come into the room—when the poor fellow was locked in 
the barn still alive. I explain the above facts by the magnetic condition 
of Kern and probably the decomposition of a dead body in the cellar be- 
neath, had something to do with the manifestations. The place seemed 
also to be highly electrical, as the castle was destroyed by lightning. I 
notice two classes of facts of a physical character. ‘The first seems to be 
the work of vacuüm, the second of mental attraction and repulsion. 

The od-force must be kept in mind as I pass on. A boy, a medium, 
put his hand over the top of a pump—the pump-handle moved, and 
brought water. On removing his hand, the pumping ceased. The 


pump, all know, acts by vacuiim. The od-force of this magnetic boy: 


passed from the hand to the water below—it being .of, the nature of light. 


and moving” about’ 200,000 times as fast as-air-—its sudden passage: 
| through the air to the water below, would move: the-air upward and form 


avacuim. Ifa spirit aided the boy, (and one professed to attend him 
who wrote his name “ Hog Devil,’’) did the spirit operate through the 
boy’s will and hand on the od-force ? or,did the spirit take hold on the 
pump-handle and work it? Why did not the spirit work the pump 
when the boy moved his hand from over it? or could not “ Hog Devil ” 
pump, only as the boy—aided by some indefinable somehow—connected 
with his hand? This lad on going up staiis near some corn, the ears 
were set to flying about as if suddenly struck by an unseen force, some 
ears passed out the window. The od-force from the boys hands passed 


suddenly to the corn and scattered it about, is probably the right so- 
lution. 


Let us take-another class of phenomena. A lady, a powerful medi- 


um, on retiring to bed and extinguishing the light, was attended by sin- 


gular demonstrations. An old musket was brought into her room from 
a back chamber, with alot of old cartridge boxes. Her pillow was 
taken from under her head and thrown at a person standing on the stairs. 
A tumbler, on the stand near her bed, was never touched ; also a watch 
with glass crystal, and a band-box with a bottle of cologne water, were 
never disturbed. When the bottle was taken from the box, it was up- 
set and put in confusion like other matters. Her trunk, filled with her 
clothing, standing in her chamber was set to bounding, first one end then 
the other would rise from the floor and come down with force, as if 
moved by an invisible hand—an unseen force. Considerable straw was 
pulled trom her bed, through a very small hoie in the tick, and also 
the clothes hanging in the room during these capers would moye from 
the wall and swing to and from the wall as if moved by a fluid, or air 
in motion. The gun, rusty and magnetic, would be easily and highly 
charged with the magnetic od-force of the lady (for Von Reichenbach 
has demonstrated that the od-force of magnetic persons is identical with 
that of the horse-shoe magnet) and drawn by attraction toward herself. 
The glass tumbler, being a bad conductor—although it imbibes the od- 
force and becomes magnetic, yet in a less degree; and here we see why 
the tumbler, watch and cologne bottle were not moved about by her 
mental magnetism. The pillow was charged with the same force and 
sent toward the person who was scared and in the negative state. The 
fluid passing from her body, hands and eyes, charged the clothing on 
the wall and of necessity put them in motion. The fornites of small- 
pox, or contagion, of cholera or plague is absorbed by clothing, and let- 
ters, and give these diseases to persons after some months have elapsed. 
Plague may be transmitted in a similar manner. The fact that these 
occurrences took place after the light was extinguished, I think, finds 
its explanation in the fact that the current of this od-foree or nerve 
aura was not opposed by the waves of light from the candle—they 
would oppose cach other, just as one current of water would oppose 
another. Did the spirit carry that gun out of the chamber to her room ? 
Then why did they not upset the tumbicr, break her cologne bottle, and 
the watch ? for this spirit, as you will see, owed the medium a spite. 
Below stairs, in the same house, with the same medium, in the even- 
ing, a chair was thrown through the air—a settee was rocked—a bureau 
moved toward her as she passed by it. As she passed suddenly through 
a room, chairs and a table moved into the ¿ine through which she passed ; 
as she passed the second door, a stick of wood in a deep box fell on the 
floor, near the track she passed through. This is apparently the work 
These articles, occupied as they 
rere by the family, and probably the medium, the chairs and settee 
would be charged with the fluid and moved about by the attraction of a 
stronger magnet. All this, and no “thunder clap?” Surely ; for it 
is clear that the medium by giving attention and sitting down and turning 
the od-foree in another direction, gets small ‘claps of thunder ” or 
“ rappings ’—but the fluid when moving about loose rushes into the best 
conductors and they are attracted accordingly. Is this more strange 
than to see one horge-shoe magnet attract another—or move large pieces 
of iron or steel—and yet no will-force is acting at all in the magnets, 
Kerner states that the Seeherin, when in the magnetic state, was in a 
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degree deprived of her gravitation ; when standing he would extend his 
hand and put his fingers against her’s, and lift her from the floor; this 
phenomenon is the work of the same foree—only in this case Kerner’s 
will, though unconsciously acted through the medium of the nerve- 
aura, and moved the body of the woman up and down. She could not 
be sunk in water when in this condition. In experiments on magnetic 
persons—in the biolological and impressible state—I have seen them at- 
tracted by the hand, and drawn from their seats, in spite of their wills 
to the contrary. Persons-in the biological state may be so attracted to 
a staff, or a chair, as to be unable to drop it; it clings to his hand like 
one magnet to another. I once saw a subject fixed to his chair, and 
the chair to the floor—and a stout man who tried to lift him succeed- 
ing in raising the chair from the floor—but it clung to the subject while 
he lifted only the subject. This is will-magnetism—and you object to 
it, as irrelevant. Recently a lady in our region was told, while asleep, 
to visit a sick person some miles off; the medium went; fell into her 
trance state, and she appeared so singular that the family were alarmed, 
having had no notice of her coming ; and they called in some men to 
carry her out of door, and lo, her chair stuck to the floor! they could 
not lift her—she was suddenly very heavy. My explanation is that she 
connected herself to the floor by will—through the od-force. Yours 
would be that the spirits held her down—but how? by od-force—or 
biologically ? 

I must now return to the medium, who scemed to attract chairs and 
tables as she passed by them. Engaged in the laudable business of 
studying anatomy, she had a subject whose spirit insisted on being buried. 
The raps, while studying, would come on the table, and on a dry skull 
lying on it, and also on the book before her. They had been engaged 
in dissecting, one day, and the ladies left the room first; before the 
doctor left he changed the position of the subjecd—laying one hand across 
the breast, and the other by the side. During the night the ladies 
thought the old woman entered their room in person, and various occurrences 
werc related of what passed. But on comparing notes, the medium saw 
the ghost—not as they last saw tt—but as the doctor left it, with one 
arm across the breast and the other by her side. The door remained locked, 
and the subject was undisturbed, and the inevitable conclusion was that 
they had not been visited by the dead subject, but had seen her by a 
biological impression through the mind of the doctor. They saw her 
just as he left her—hence they took their image or ghost from his mind. 
Here we have a clear case of one mind unconsciously operating on an- 
other, and producing the image of a ghost in the mind of the person that 
seemed to be real. And yet the medium, when seeing it, thought her- 
self awake and conscious. If the spirit could reénter her body and 
walk into the room, through a locked door, she could have borrowed a 
hoe and buried her own body—the thing she seemed to be clamoring 
about. Ifshe took up the body and carried it in, she had strength to 
bury herself—any man would have loaned a hoe and pick for so reason- 
able a purpose, just to spite the doctor for being engaged in such a 
monstrous business. You say that the spiri impressed the mind of the 
medium—but the impression followed the mind of the disseeter who last 
saw the subject, and clearly fixes the occurrences between him and the 
medium. When the dissection was finished, the bones were put into a 
kettle filled with lye and lime, to clean the bones, and set to boiling. 
The raps became so loud that it raised a riot in the neighborhood—the 
medium was alarmed-—the sounds came around the room—on the sides 
of the house—articles in the room were moved about, and a bureau full 
of articles approached the boiling kettle. You say the spirit was of- 


fended because her bones were being boiled. 
This is my explanation: The od-torce, says Karon Von Reicheubach, 


is developed in graves by decaying bodies. A case occurred in which a 
sensitive patient saw a ghost—over a recent grave. He took another 
clear-seer to the spot; she only saw a ght flame—an odic-light about 
six feet high; the other transformed it into a ghost; the subject felt the 
effect of the od-force on approaching it. The Sceherin of Prevorst was 
always affected when near a grave; many other persons have the same 
sensations—and the horse is always sensitive near graves, and sometimes 
acts as wildly as Tam O’Shanter’s gray mare, “ Meg.” The Baron 
had the body disinterred, and the quick-lime removed, and the ghost 
and od-light both disappeared—thus unfolding a mystery that has been 
the terror of all ages among the ignorant and timid. 

Now, put these facts with my ghost-story. The bones and flesh im- 
mersed in lye and lime, and put to boiling, effected a rapid decomposi- 
tion of the parts, and the od-force—as in the Baron’s case—was rapidly 
evolved ; the medium being charged with the fluid. Also, we get a 
combined force, that clearly accounts for the uproar about the woman’s 
boiling bones. Another fact: A dry skull used by the ladies was seen 
one night floating in the air around their bed. It occurred again, and a 
brother of one of the ladies came and canght it, and returned it to a 
safe place. When it stood on the stand, it would be seen trembling, as 
if alive; when the face was turned from them, it would never turn 
around while they looked at it; the moment they turned away it would 
face them. My explanation is, that the skull being a natural conductor 
of the od-force, it became charged with it—in life the currents naturally 
run toward the face, and when charged from the medium they naturally 
run in that direction, as the currents do in the needle or magnet ; when 
turned around, they run in the same direction of course. The medium 
on turning her face from the skull, and looking in an opposite dircction, 
changed the course of the currents which affected the skull and it would 
then turn and face her by the attraction upon it. This medium, in a 
magnetic state, when at rest in bed, still had a connection with the dry 
skull, and, charged with the vital currents of her own brain, it was at- 
tracted as one magnet attracts on another, and having found the center 
of gravitation, it floated around the bed and over it—as the earth floats 
around the sun. Various bones in her use have been attracted to her 
bed, and when returned to their place they would find their way back. 
You have my explanation of these strange occurrences. 

The above facts are well attested, and I think can be relied on. T 
have not given all, and keep names, of course, from the public, as the 
medium wishes to avoid any public connection with such strange cvents. 

T mentioned these facts in The Tribune, last winter, and got severely 
chastised for it. ‘This I took coolly and kindly—as I am a natural 
martyr end love to suffer for righteousness’ sake—and in this case I en- 
joyed the consolation ofa severe scolding from one of the best-looking 
women in Ohio—though she be a medium. I desire to injure no one’s 
feelings, but want all the light for the Tre.ecrapn that ean be civen, 
with injury to no one. 

I shall continue my notice of physical facts. 

Yours truly, 


B. W. RICHMOND. 


o 

METEORIC PHENoMENON.—We have been reminded by a statement in the 
Wheeling Times of a curious phenomenon which we witnessed last Monday week. 
We were passing along Culpepper-st., about half after 8, P. M., when we saw a 
sudden illumination, as if from a flash of lightning. Looking around, we beheld 
a long narrow column of reddish-colored light, spanning the whole heavens. from 
North to South, which, however, disappeared in less than a second after we first 
observedit. A few minutes afterward there was a second flash of light, but, be- 
fore we could look up, the column of light—if there was one—had vaniseed.— Ea. 


en ais oe EP AT Melee db oe, oF s 
RAE A EEE 


eee zr x , re pepe ee Na ne sy rage aya <br TE ene Seemann trey 
TEN SECS BETS RS ETERS OTA RTARTA EE ANTS RUIN UN Tae ie cr cere a gree taper ns OADET AM AT RN mR m anen oia 2 NO lhe mtg gn 


3 


purpose, though the illegitimacy of the union must be self-evident. The land a table moved into a line” behind her. 


f 
SPYR ‘vi AL TELE, GR APH, curious facts presented in your first paragraph are explained, you say, ee phenomena you ascribe to vacuum, and 
ee nee { by the magnetic condition of Kern, and probably the decomposition | yet who does not know that no vacutim is formed, 


$. B. BRITTAN, EDITOR. of a dead body in the cellar.” But allow me to remind you, my dear or can be produced in this way. If the thing 

ODA AA Rigi iss EE GER ARAN SE ETE SOREN SOS sir, that no explanation is given. Merely saying that you refer the | were even possible, any other person, as well as 
. ° a 33 ri è a . 

‘Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. mysterious occurrences to the magnetic state of Kern, or to some undis- | the medium, passing through a room with the 
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covered energy peculiar to ‘dry bones,’ proves nothing whatever but the | same velocity, would produce precisely the same 
monstrous character of your assumption. That the living, conscious | results. One body passing through air will dis- 
spirit of the man—who probably experienced a violent death*—was at- | place the atmospheric medium as readily and 


NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1852. 


ee ie ee ~ š 


ND. i j 
REPLY TO DR. RICHMO tracted to the spot, and manifested his presence by physical effects, is | thoroughly as any other body of the same mag- 
E A not at all improbable ; and the probability of such an occurrence re- | nitude and momentum. Air is so rarified that 
ceives strong confirmation from a multitude of similar examples equally | it is not a very sluggish element, and it would be 


Dear Sir: The Spiritual Manifestations comprehend a great variety 
of facts essentially different from the phenomena of gravitation, mate- 
rial magnetism, electric affinity, and the dynamics of imponderable flu- 
ids. This is made manifest by the almost universal skepticism, with re- 
spect to the facts themselves, which we find to prevail among learned 
men. ‘he professors in our colleges and men of distinguished scientific 
attainments generally—indeed almost all who are profoundly versed in 


well authenticated. Moreover, that the spirit might have psychologized | quite likely to ‘keep wp’ with the lady, unless 
Kern, and presented the image of his dog before him, in order to re- [she traveled much faster than people do this way ; 
mind him that the poor animal was “shu! wp,” and perhaps suffering | especially as the surrounding atmospheric pres- 
from hunger or thirst, is, no doubt, quite possible. But to presume | sure of fifteen pounds to the square inch, would 
that Kern unconsciously evolved a visible magnetic dog from his brains |assist it along, with a force equal to about zelve 
and projected him out of doors, and that the creature was first seen as he {or fifteen duns on the entire surface of the body 


the mysteries of the material universe have, by their determined oppo- | Came into the room to his master, instead of on going out from him, is to of air displaced. But this marching of all the 
y oe make a draft on our credulity that we are forced to dishonor. You do {household furniture after a medium is not, in 


ance) skid $ i ee ee 
ee cor eae Cea pie aria a tee me not attempt to demonstrate that a highly magnetic state of the system ya judgment, more wonderful than that a 
repulsion, the power of the magnet and the processes of chemistry, in- is adapted to produce such singular effects, or that Kern was in such a o gom e should attract large pieces of 
stead of furnishing a satisfactory solution of the modern mysteries, have | state at the time of their occurrence. You do not undertake to show liron i aes : : = humble opinion it is quite 
lead the most erudite men to reject the facts, or to ascribe them tojfraud that even the bones of dead men have a power that living men have not. another affair. The horse-shoe manne has no 
and delusion. This general unbelief, among those who have deeply But you assume this, and more—everything is assumed, and everything is | power a aa wood ; i an not move the 
atidiod he Ines ok Seen nature, is most significant. It plainly shows improbable to the last degree. If the phenomena depended on the mag- | bureaw ? nor ‘lift the irunk p it will not repulse 
that, in the opinion of those best qualified to judge, the facts wholly netic state of Kern, they would doubtless have followed him when he ka. so aè to send them dowi stairs ; neither 
ea the capacity of physical agents, and this is rendered the more left the castle. To conjecture that they were produced by the decom- | will it ee the corn, nor ‘ pull the straw out 
spicuous by the very first attempt to apply your hypothesis to par- | position of the human remains, is at once to ascribe powers to the dead |of the bed? We must, therefore, aseribe such 
pa cas - y body which you boldly deny to the diving spirit? Such notions are only | phenomena to the operations of a different 

eta - to remind you that physical phenomena, or such as taught in the school of Materialism. If the bones of one man generated pone. l 
are ascertained to depend on merely physical causes, are essentially the | power sufficient to move the furniture in the old castle, the number {| When you say, in substance, that a staff, chair 
same in different ages and countrics, wherever the same material instru- deposited around St. Paul’s might be expected to evolve force enough to | or other object, will cling to the hand of a bio- 
mentalities exist. The phenomena of electricity, as they occur in the |e the church edifice down Broadway as far as the Battery ! logical subject, by virtue of the same principle 
The fact that the castle was subsequently struck by lightning, if it that operates in the magnet, I deny the asser- 


earth and atmosphere, are what they were centuries ago, although they ee f : f 

oceur more frequently in some countries than in others, and are more | proves anything, proves the very reverse of what you suppose, name- | ton and affirm the uc to be impossible. 

startling and terrible in warm than in cold climates; yetin their nature, |ly, that è was not “highly electrical ”—that it was in a negative Aoede yor; £ promina Lo miako: the auior of-thig 
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they are essentially the same the world over—if, perhaps, we except |state. Wherefore, on a certain occasion, the accumulated electricity statement apparent to every capacity, whenever 
the Shetland Isles! In like manner vital electricity is, and was, as much | of the atmosphere was discharged at that point, and the building was | YoU attempt to fortify the same by any impor- 


a constituent element in all men in every period of the world’s history, | destroyed. NAR i si other tens te (? ) 
ag it now is in those whom we call ‘mediums.’ We may as well sup-| Your fact in Odic-hydronamics next claims attention. You affirm ag ra oe i TA Pa ae sae no 
pose that the ancients existed without blood and without brains, as with- | that, when a certain “ boy put his hand over the top of a pump, the pump- ee Stee N th ne are 
out vital electricity, and such other forms of imponderable matter as are | handle moved and brought water ;” and you suppose that the od-force bo d, s i thak areal ise RRA S 
necessary to the development of animal and human life. Thus, if the | descended from the boy’s hand and displaced the air, thus causing a a i i ate J ie gee H it : : aa oa 
Baron’s od-force is essential to the mysterious functions of life, volun- | vacuiim by reason of which the lever moved, &e, The explanation, so- nee p n ; A of ie W 
tary motion and sensation, it must be generally diffused and coéxtensive | called, indicates a great want of attention to the mechanism of the ae S acwi ciara . 
with animal and human existence; and hence the manifestations, if | pump , or, otherwise, the od-force infringed the principles of mechanics The remarkable facts witnessed by, and in 
chiefly dependent on this agent, would be likely to cecur-among all men {and the laws of atmospheric pressure. Had the od-force displaced the | Presence of, a lady who WAR PUIOUIRE E COUrEE 
and through all time. atmosphere in the pump, causing a vacutim to exist, the water would of anatomical studies, I shall notce, at length 
Scientific discoveries have enabled us to make an application of the | not only have risen and opened the valve, but, so long as the medium’s hereafter. . For the present-I.defer At, because 
great forces in Nature to many grand and important purposes of life. | hand remained over the top, it would have flowed continuously, the the case is one of peculiar Interest ‘and: some 
But our discoveries have not served to augment the resources of Nature, | weight of the atmosphere inside being thus removed ; and there would manors of moment appear to ‘have been omitted 
or to energize the springs which govern her stupendous movements. All | have been no motion of the lever or piston. m A ante : am led to adopt this 
that science has done, or can do, is to observe and classify outward phe-| Before leaving this case, permit me to suggest several questions, Se ee = ee aerials z 
nomena and illustrate their relations to cternally existing laws. The | which, as you claim that the Baron sustains your theory, you may be Intelligent TICE WAO IR BURLE at familiar ksi 
utmost limit of all our attainments has not witnessed the slightest in- | able to answer. 1. If the od-force is “of the nature of light,” why the facts to which you refer, and whose version 
crease of power in these potential agents. Light and electricity are the | did not the sun, when at his meridian and shining into the top of the differs " a bike aia shee T 
same everywhere, and their effects are substantially the same. Nor am | pump, produce a ‘ vacuüm’ and cause the water to be discharged ? ic PON mane i , pa ae r H pr ae 
I aware that electrical eels have any powers, at the present day, that| 2, Do you learn from Reichenbach’s Dynamics that the od-force has ue oe ave À j vo ERENT ee a i i A 
did not belong to their remote ancestors. Doubtless electricity is now | power to expel the atmosphere from the place where it exists? 3. Does a ERE ei oe . : ee ae 1e 
precisely what it was when Jesus compared the splendor of his coming | the Baron demonstrate that the od-force has power to converse and to re fie Hae ay oe accep oe 
to ‘the lightning which cometh ont of the Hast and shineth even unto | write its name? and did it give the same name at Vienna that it gave | PY 2 Candid readers, Facts that can not be 
the West.’ To assume, therefore, that the mysterious phenomena, now | the boy in Ohio? 4. Does the Baron also prove that corn is a good authenticated should not be introduced in a sci- 
so prevalent in this country, are dependent on these physical causes is | conductor of the od-force ? a a al pas ee a r 
offensive to reason, and inconsistent with the facts and the laws on which You next cite some very remarkable phenomena, alleged to have oc- PHP aa a 5 7 grati FA ET 3 a 
they depend. Men have been sufficiently physical and electrical in all curred in the sleeping-room of a lady. An “old musket ” was, in your ae i os Fe z ee a rs n l a ng rA 
ages to produce such manifestations, if they depended alone on the in- opinion, “ highly charged with the magnetic od-force of the lady,” and interests of science, and the soul’s reverence for 


He the most sacred realities. A simple statement 
strumentalitics referred to. i —-WE ar ‘ed on the authority of my medical friend— . eae 
ee SOCOM S ANR OES RERUNS j J J concerning the occurrence of phenomena which 


The absurdity of your hypothesis is not mitigated in the least by the | for its suddenly leaving its place in the “back chamber,” and marching : 
. oe ee j ; i ; i » ~ jaddress themselves to the senses, can not, in any 
assumption that the 2 controls the agents employed in the manifesta- | into the room where the medium had retired for the night. We have ‘ 
Indeed its | R “th the k 7 are, ; but thi tothe lady, |P commit the author of such statement to 
i : $ inconsistency Wi He KNOWN LAWS OF Maller ANA! haar, ¢ | onns ) S00 0 ut this one came fe—the lady. x 
tions. Indee ; a stency wi a i i é : heard that loaded guns sometime : i 4 ya ‘ P r my theory or yours. The person who testifies 
ind i srendered more apparent, since there have been men o ordinary circ ances, such behavior on the partofa gun would |. ~ : ; ‘ 
mind is thus render : more x par r S A y e, Under ordinary N a ae e Pnn lis find way responsible. for ovr conchisions, or 
ieldi ‘ve a : f H ages. dhe neroes of the oien y sir m the heht of your explanation we are . : 
unyielding nore n iron will in a m i +e : ‘ be deemed very strange, i in E 8 = y . ti ne | diosg of the public at large, any moro than the 
i j ‘ms were encased in burnished steel, as they wen that when a eun is chareed with od-force it is all perfectly natu-! i ue 
time, whose giant forme were encased t Steel, y taught that when a gun is charg p y | witness is answerable for the judgment of the 


ourselves in much the same position that we are now 
in, with respect to absolute Truth. Our progress in 
knowledge for the last fifty years, especially as re- 
gards the useful arts, has been astonishing indeed ; 
but still the more we know, the wider the margin of 
the Unknown appears. The higher we rise in the 
scale of intelligence, the more fully do we see how 
much there is to be learned. Herein consists the 
prophecy of the eternity of our spirit-existence, viz: 
the more we acquire of knowledge, the greater ap- 
pears the field of thought yet unexplored, of action 
‘yet unoccupied. The divine is ever at an infinite 
| distance from the human, as to scienceand love. This 
| truth appears more and more evident forever. 


A letter from St. Louis, stating the condition of the 
public mind in that region having been introduced, 
there was much conversation respecting the care and 
forbearance which the believers should exercise to- 
ward their skeptical brethren. 

Mr. Evans, of the New-Lebanon Society of Shakers, 
spoke of the progress in natural science and of civili- 
zation, and said that it was, and had for fifteen years 
past been, the impression of that people, that a-Spir- 
itual demonstration would ensue upon such progress, 
as a necessary step in progression from Material to 
Spiritual Science. The speaker fully concurred with 
the sentiment expressed by spirits, viz: that we should 
not receive by authority, but by an interior perception. 
The experience of Shakers had led them to the con- 
clusion of the spirits, and the remarks of Mr. P. that 
the more we thus acquire the less we feel puffed up 
with the conceit of knowing much. Another result of 
their experience is the conviction that men have iu 
their society spirits who correspond to their state, and 
that therefore we should be careful to see that what 
is communicated is not more adapted to please than to 
instruct us. Also, that the best guard is to consider 
ourselves as in an endless series of progression, and 
to examine ever carefully, whether our state be such 
as to call for reformatory truths. They consider 
themselves bound to live up to their best light, and 
they scruple not to confess their imperfections and 
short-comings ; in order that they may be open to the 
approaches of better spirits. They look te their 
reason as the sure test of the truth of what they re- 
ceive. 

They have witnessed spiritual facts during the last 
eight years among all their societies—manifestations 
far exceeding those of the Mosaic and early Christian 
churches. They have kept these things secret but 
have preserved careful records of them, extending te 
many thousand pages, 

They have had many different forms of manifesta- 
tions, clear-seeing mediums, speaking mediums, &c. 
They have found, however, that the communication 
always is tinctured by the character of the medium. 
They have found the best teachings to come through 
those persons who live the most careful and elevated 
lives, as to purity and humility. They have in some 
cases had communications which they have-found to 
be erroneous, and have had to correct their’ conclu- 
sions by reason and experience. Many other excel- 
lent results have flowed from these facts; among them, 
especially, the charity which looks upon all men ag 
brethren capable of acquiring and as destined to ac- 
quire a higher state than that they think they have 
acquired. They had been spiritually apprised of the 
events that are now transpiring, and that gives them 
confidence to believe the prophecies not yet fully ac- 
complished ; according to which much more is to be ex- 
pected than has been seen, very much more; only the 
first letters of the alphabet have as yet been given. 

The friend adduced many things from human expe- 
rience to show that a new system of society was wanted 
to protect those who would fully lead lives of Reform. 
He spoke with much confidence of “ the good time 
coming.” Quy highest conceptions of good are to he 
shaken and replaced by something better—and this is 
the creation of anew Heaven. Their spirits have 
taught them even in definite and practical things as to 
the new future. They have been taught to Jove one 
another in practical fact, and to consider this the 
measure of their love toward God, and they find no 

| other test. 

| If men think themselves highest, in the scale of holi- 
ness, they should remember that the Hottentot, rightly 
judged, may be as warmly commended. Men should 
be judged according to their conduct, in the degree of 
light they have. Such are some of the views of Sha- 


every people in the world have more or less of Truth 


Tt was “fr d maenetie ” and, therefore, easily charged at a} ; he j : 
forth to teak fal. At WS mey ae Si But ihe irid h i nall oe de eon or for the more questionable decisions of’ kers respecting charity. Morcover, they believe that, 
h ration: QSO | u ecartrudge b62eS—Us ymi shies ; : 
MISTRESS: Sore mB NOMAT ECS x Beets popular opinion. Now as you desire “ to suffer 


The gory dust from off the feet of war,” h ü one l | 
' ‘of ther—wore they also “rusty end magnetic *’ that the i 
o1 wood and enter were ey y E Y ifor righteousness’ sake,” allow me to suggest 


must have been the best possible human electrical conductors. But T| Spe ‘+ fiom lone companionshio and the vower of habit: k 
; followed.” TWAS ai aroni sone CNE 4 p ‘that you had better out with the whole truth— 


: 7 ae stg a aera A ; : A : . 
need hardly remind you that they were not media for the peculiar phe- Mhie reader may be curious to know whether it was from force or afee- call EO ive Ge T E 
nomena you propose to clucidate. Nor are the men of vigorous consti- | bien that the boxes vecompanied the gun? It was supposed to be set- | : ai S RSR 
tution and strong vitality, the persons in whose presence the Manifesta- tled, some time since, by scientific observations and experiments, that 


¢ Sate , 4 Cy, ` ] 1 ? 
; , Samiun AR ; martyrdom ° be glorious and ‘your consolation 
tions chiefly occur. The fact is undeniable that the media, with occa- |y gies in opposite stales—with respect to the imponderable elements that ae k i 

l . 


re sally negative. Many of them a i near outs re 

sional exceptions, are electrically negative Ms ny 0 them are Very isurround or permeate them—exhibit attraction; but your hypothesis With a lively interest in the general subject 
delicately organized, and a large proportion are little children, while] pos the ph ena depend on other causes. The magnetic attrac- E 

3 i T E E E en re ra as a pe : ales of our correspondence, and assurances of per- 

strong men, in whose bodies the greatest amount of vital clectnicity 18} sion was not exhibited until a partial or total equilibrium was established, 


: : : ‘i ag Jous rg : . ° i sonal regard and esteem, I am 
elaborated in a given time, are rarcly visited by the mysterious powers. by the odie emanations which proceeded from the person to the thing. g 


Very cordially your's, 


Thus the facts are plainly opposed to your assumption, and can not, Moreover, you affirm that the od-force charged the pillow also, notwith- S B. BRITTAN 

even by a possibility, be coéreed into the service of sustaining a theory | tandine feathers, if I mistake not, are but a poor conductor. Will you Jo AN. 

that violates the eternal laws cf Nature and Reason, as clearly as it de- Sepia why the pillow was so violently repulsed—was thrown from the aay Gani ONERI NOE 

Deneve oF Repin: lady, and down stairs, while loading the gun caused z to move in an Op- | por THE INVESTIGATION OF SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA 
Tn concluding these general observations, on the nature and capacity of | posite direction—fo be attracted? Ihave been present on several oc- [WEEKLY REPORT.] 


casions when the table was so powerfully exercised that two strong men Fripay Evrntne, Noy. 5, 1852. 


could not restrain its movements. Now, if ponderable obicets, and 
especially fire-arms, are liable to become so over-lcaded, the danger of ean 

wpe Weatirer 
using them will be found to be much greater than has been generally | Dr. Ilalloete presenta a. feagmioneady: ddenment 1¢: 
supposed. A double-barreled gun might perhaps be so heavily charged |eeived by a circle, on the previons Thursday evening. 
as to shoulder a small man and walik off with bim ! especially if the jthrough Mr. E. P. Fowler. Is was communicated by 


natural forces, 1 can not suppress the remark that, the foregoing consid- 
crations appear to subvert the hypothesis applied to the particular facts 
narrated in your last letter. lt is of little consequence whether we 
deny the facts outright, or resis? the great lessons which they manifestly 
teach. The results, so far as they affect human happiness and the in- 
terests of science, are not essentially different. Scientific men have been 
accustomed to demand fuels in all their researches after truth, and they 
have hitherto professed a willingness to accept such conclusions only as 
legitimately depend on well attested phenomena. Of late, however, 
the supply greatly exceeds the demand, and facts are now at a discount. 
When the facts obviously point to a spiritual source, men of science 
either become strangely taciturn, or they prefer to diversify their men- 
tal exercises by indulging in wild, improbable and romantic speculations. 
Before passing to a summary review of the contents of your last letter, 
I must not omit to observe that, your facets and references are, for the 
most part, extremely indefinite. You rarely give names or localities, 
and in your allusions to authors you never mention the page, and sol- 
dom indicate the title of the book. In speaking of persons and oecur- 
rences, be kind enough to give to each—though it be an 
s——airy nothing— 
A local habitation and a name.” 

This at least will somewhat divest your facts of that au of fiction which 
attaches to some of the statements already made. 

Your effort to marry the theory to the facts will answer an important 


| The session of the Conference was less numerously 
attended than nsual, on account of the inc 


man was distinguished for a strong will, and the gun ha 
“rusty and magnetic.” res jon that a spirit conveye 
rusty and magnetic.” Upon the presumption t : i a ee 
the eun into the lady’s apartment, you wish to know ‘why he did uot | ‘lions. 
E 4 77) Fey r a . . . 
upset the tumbler, break her cologne bottle and the watch 7 T reply, | scat He eile: ee eR ALCOR Re 
because he knew better; all common sense people are accustomed to | mind, that whatever we shall communicate to you, 


handle glassware more cautiously than they do guns, cartridge boxes, | even though it may (perhaps it will) often seem dicta- 
p torial, should be received by yon only as conclusions 
drawn by fellow humans from relative facts, even as 
‘you reason, only perhaps with greater periscopie 


d | to certain motions of a very heavy table, around which 


trunks, ete. 
Again, as the same medium ‘ passed suddenly through a room, chairs 


* While holding an interview with what claimed to be the spirit cf a distin- | po 


guished divine, the invisible intelligence communicated the following, as the rea- | 


son why strange manifestations of an occult presence occurred at a place in New- | y f O N ted by Divinit 
Eneland: “A murder was committed there more than fifty years since. The | ture 13 a circie, bounded and permeated by Livinity. 
d t 4 a 


Sk i Soita strates his presence 
spirit of the murdered man often visits the place, and demons i . ee 
i hysieal effects, When the earthly life is cut short, by accident or other | and in fact, to human perception, this field will ever 

y physics . tremain an ¢aplorable infinity, if we may use the par- 


3 and vi means, it is easier for the spirit to produce these physical de- |? i | ; 
a À ; ‘adox. When this truth goes deep down into the mind, 
all 


: it hile i cercise of all its powers, and , Xt 
monstrations, because it left the body while in the exercise o - one | 
before its work on earth was completed. Jtis for this reason that mysterious [how truly insignificant and breath-lke appears 


es . ` z "> 
. K similar transactions | greatness of man ! 
sights and sounds have always becn most frequent where st ; ee 
hase ae Ka y Mr. Partridge says he eupposes we shall forever find 
ccurred. 


wers. 


nt a rt ere eee RN -ea ra e en e eaan. 


Fn Rk aA a MEA SER RT le Re mm r a a a 


appened to be ; means of the alphabet—putting down letters opposite , 


|} ss There are certain limits in either direction, be- ' 
ond which the human mind fails to penetrate. Na-; 


Without the bounds of Nature, none but He can study; : 


i and Good among them. And what they look for is 
the assembling of all these scattered truths and goods 
into one universal sysem of charity and true justice 

among all men on the earth. He said there was here, 


ment of all the material facts—thus will youri in this Conference, a nucleus of unity, which he thinks 


will not go back, but forward. He says * you will not 
need lo be visited by Teachers; you will be taught 
and will learn of yourselves, We said many things 
of comfort, adduced from the experience of the society 
of Shakers. They find more attention on the part of 
visiters to their meetings since Spirit-manifesta- 
tions began, than ever before. He says the next gen- 
eration will be influenced by the new facts: and they 
will soon return, or get into the norma! state of man, 
viz: actual, open intercourse with spirits aud its legit 

i imate results in character. 
In reply to a question as to evil spirits, he said their 
| impression was that,fas there is endless progress in 
| good, so there may he endless progress in evil. They 


lomenev of. do not allow themselves to say that this impression is 


! Truth, or that they may not lose it hereafter, but 
| such is their impression. He said they did not har- 
‘monize with Davis, in alleging the unconditional up- 
yard tendency of all men. Jn conclusion. he wished 
to correct a popular mistake as to their views of mar- 
‘riage, They do not condemn it zs a means of procre- 
„ating the race. Offspring are as legitimately and prop- 
erly propagated as plants and animals. But this he- 
‘longs to the natural state of man. They hold with the 
' Apestle that the natural must precede the spiritual. 
' Jesus said to Martha, “ Jam the resurrection,” by 
which they understand that he had passed from the 
| natural to the spiritual state, though still in the hody, 
i and in this state they “neither marry ner are given 
.in marriage 
Adjourned. 
| ee ew Oe Om 
Conference Meetings. 

The Spiritualists still continue to held Confer- 
' ence meetings every Tuesday evening, in the Metho- 
dist Vestry, No. 149 W. Sixteenth-st. The meetings are 
! open to the public, and are usually well attended. 
; Many startling facts are disclosed and profitable sug- 
| gestions offered. by those who have made extensive 
' observations. 


R. T. Warrock. See'y. 
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! see a as iis pillow, around which the Angel of | Oran sleeping. What phantoms have I pursued ! system of creation, in all its parts, however minute, Spiritual Manifestations. lished b A e splendid Monthly Magazine, pub- 
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ee and went forth in the gladness of his young |This shriveled torm—a trembling, dismal wreck oa degrees, corresponding to the seven notes in the dia gree of excitement on the subject ae a v snd ile E two elegant Volumes—or $1 50 
ear Awe cote; : | ‘ . ; > ; : a eee i t ‘Spiritual Rap- | er Volume, 7 . . f 
a to play with the early sunbeams. , the shor es of Time—is all that is left to me of Earth’s tonic scale; each subordinate system forming a series pings,” and quite a number of deaa T Vol I, b ae ee single Copies; 25 oenta 
re child was beautiful as the dawn in Spring-time, | possessions.” of octaves, like the octaves in music; and like them been made, calculated to excite ler ane ee muslin, $2 50; bound in morocco, 
when Nature's pulse beat high with the inspiri Here the Old } each servi i aS : , : wonder and astonish- embossed and gilt, 33. 
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i ‘ t sty , “3 ee . ARU Chi ea , i 3 7 . ù 4 t F m $ . 4 a { 
aa ae ittle stream, w hose silvery voice was | on the far off billows, and give thee a golden anchor ? ions. Well versed in the discoveries of modern sci- | P°®Y at once suspended operations, and cach counted lane sent by mail,) 150 — 
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’ n oF ` r s ` 2 2. . 3 a rg ; : AC >” . . ri a æ- ! u 1l o . ` ra 
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eand the joy they inspired. f ia ard oblivion alone remain. These j > EATS will fail to be interested, or to enlightened principle and virtuous habit, which, ; of mind in the Rudimental id Se 

The Child was weeping, when a radient form, veiled ave my inheritance.” gain a wider scope of thought, by its careful perusal.” growing up, would yield to old nge an enj >| cond Spheres, being written D the 
in rosy light, approached; sad tacinnr ee a The Old Man trembled like a dry reed—when it is {Phrenologieat Toa glory and a shade. Ə joyment, a control of Spirits. —Rev. Chas. Tam 
a . o s j ` H e en * ce i. . | i Lond x 
sunbeams in tke burning tears, she wrought a glorious : ne wa : j night ind fad wie ene readi eee i LE aa aaa iv 
bow, with which she encircled the infant brow. The /thed yo : said Hope, ‘it is my pleasure to gladden Peden. + as It abounds in wholesome truths which oe one oe a the whole world to one another, ten by the Si itor. Ti er 
Child looked up, and again his face was wreathed with ne desponding hearts and to nerve the weak arms of should be universally read and appreciated... . . E and he that is a friend to himself, is also a friend to: through C. ammod ae 
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